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people with a great slaughter. 20 The men of 

Beth Shemesh said, "Who is able to stand 

before Yahweh, this holy God? To whom 
shall he go up from us?" 

21 They sent messengers to the inhabitants 

of Kiriath Jearim, saying, "The Philistines 
have brought back Yahweh's ark. Come 

down, and bring it up to yourselves." 
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old, and your sons don't walk in your ways. 
Now make us a king to judge us like all the 
nations." 6 But the thing displeased Samuel, 



Samuel prayed to Yahweh. 7 Yahweh said to 
Samuel, "Listen to the voice of the people in 
all that they tell you; for they have not 
rejected you, but they have rejected me as 

works which they have done since the day 
that I brought them up out of Egypt even to 
this day, in that they have forsaken me, and 
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*9:8 A shekel is about 10 grams or 
about 0.35 ounces, so 1/4 shekel 
would be a small coin of about 2.5 



1st Samuel 
Chapter 10 

‘Then Samuel took the vial of oil, and 
poured it on his head, and kissed him, and 
said, "Hasn't Yahweh anointed you to be 
prince over his inheritance? 2 When you 
have departed from me today, then you will 




The First Book of Samuel 



also among the prophets?" 

12 One of the same place answered, "Who 
their father?" Therefore it became 
proverb, "Is Saul also among t 
prophets?" 13 When he had finish, 
prophesying, he came to the high place. 



that the donkeys were found." Bui 
concerning the matter of the kingdom, ol 
which Samuel spoke, he didn't tell him. 

17 Samuel called the people together tc 



20 So Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel 
chosen. 21 He brought the tribe of Benjamin 
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battle; and behold, they were all striking 
each other with their swords in very great 
confusion. 21 Now the Hebrews who were 
with the Philistines before, and who went up 
with them into the camp, from all around, 

Jonathan. 22 Likewise all the men of Israel 
who had hidden themselves in the hill 
country of Ephraim, when they heard that 
the Philistines fled, even they also followed 
hard after them in the battle. 23 So Yahweh 
saved Israel that day; and the battle passed 

"The^en of Israel were distressed that 
day; for Saul had adjured the people, 
saying, "Cursed is the man who eats any 
food until it is evening, and I am avenged of 
my enemies." So none of the people tasted 
food. 

25 All the people came into the forest; and 
there was honey on the ground. 26 When the 
people had come to the forest, behold, 
honey was dripping, but no one put his 
hand to his mouth; for the people feared the 
oath. 27 But Jonathan didn't hear when his 
father commanded the people with the oath. 
Therefore he put out the end of the rod that 
was in his hand, and dipped it in the 
honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; 
and his eyes brightened. 28 Then one of the 
people answered, and said, "Your father 
directly commanded the people with an 
oath, saying, 'Cursed is the man who eats 
food today.' " The people were faint. 

29 Then Jonathan said, "My father has 
troubled the land. Please look how my eyes 
have brightened, because I tasted a little of 
this honey. 30 How much more, if perhaps 
the people had eaten freely today of the 
plunder of their enemies which they found? 
For now has there been no great slaughter 

PhiHstfnes 6 that ' day 5 from IXichmash to 
the people pounced on the plunder, and 
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you go to Shur, that is before Egypt. 8 He 
took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, 
and utterly destroyed all the people with the 
edge of the sword. 9 But Saul and the people 
spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, of 
the cattle, and of the fat calves, and the 
lambs, and all that was good, and were not 
willing to utterly destroy them; but 
everything that was vile and refuse, that 
they destroyed utterly. 10 Then Yahweh's 
word came to Samuel, saying, 11 "It grieves 
me that I have set up Saul to be king; for he 
has turned back from following me, and has 
not performed my commandments." Samuel 
was angry; and he cried to Yahweh all night. 

12 Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the 
morning; and Samuel was told, saying, "Saul 
came to Carmel, and behold, he set up a 
monument for himself, and turned, and 
passed on, and went down to Gilgal." 

13 Samuel came to Saul; and Saul said to 
him, "You are blessed by Yahweh! I have 
performed the commandment of Yahweh." 
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1st Samuel 
Chapter 16 

1 Yahweh said to Samuel, "How long will you 
mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel? Fill your horn 
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anointed him in the middle of his brothers. 
Then Yahweh's Spirit came mightily on 
David from that day forward. So Samuel 
rose up and went to Ramah. 14 Now 
Yahweh's Spirit departed from Saul, and an 

from God troubles you. 16 Let our lord now 

from God is on you, he will play with his 
hand, and you will be well." 

18 Then one of the young men answered, 
and said, "Behold, I have seen a son of 
Jesse the Bethlehemite who is skillful in 
playing, a mighty man of valor, a man of 
war, prudent in speech, and a handsome 
person; and Yahweh is with him." 

19 Therefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse, 
and said, "Send me David your son, who is 
with the sheep." 

20 Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, 
and a container of wine, and a young goat, 
and sent them by David his son to 
Saul. 21 David came to Saul, and stood 
before him. He loved him greatly; and he 
became his armor bearer. 2 Saul sent to 
Jesse, saying, "Please let David stand before 
me; for he has found favor in my 
sight." 23 When the spirit from God was on 
Saul, David took the harp, and played with 
his hand; so Saul was refreshed, and was 
well, and the evil spirit departed from him. 

1st Samuel 
Chapter 17 

1 Now the Philistines gathered together their 
armies to battle; and they were gathered 
together at Socoh, which belongs to Judah, 
and encamped between Socoh and Azekah, 
in Ephesdammim. 2 Saul and the men of 




him, then you will be our servants and serve 

us." 10 The Philistine said, "I defy the armies 

of Israel today! Give me a man, that we 

may fight together!" 

11 When Saul and all Israel heard those 

words of the Philistine, they were dismayed, 

and greatly afraid. 12 Now David was the son 
of that Ephrathite of Bethlehem Judah, 

whose name was Jesse; and he had eight 

sons. The man was an elderly old man in 
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be put to death." 

'Jonathan called David, and 

showed him all those things. Then 

brought David to Saul, and he was in his 
presence, as before. s There was war again. 
David went out, and fought with the 

slaughter; and they fled before him. 




"Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah.” 
prophesying, and Samuel standing as head 
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have made a raid on the land!" 28 So Saul 
returned from pursuing David, and went 
against the Philistines. Therefore they called 
that place Sela Hammahlekoth.* 

strongholds of En Gedi. 



*23:28 "Sela 
means "rock of p; 



ahlekoth" 



1st Samuel 
Chapter 24 
24 

1 When Saul had returned from following the 
Philistines, he was told, "Behold, David is in 
the wilderness of En Gedi." 2 Then Saul took 
three thousand chosen men out of all Israel, 




and went on his way. “David also arose 
afterward, and went out of the cave, and 
cried after Saul, saying, "My lord the king!" 
When Saul looked behind him, David bowed 

respect. 9 David said to Saul, "Why do you 
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faithfulness; because Yahweh delivered you 

into my hand today, and I wouldn't stretch 
out my hand against Yahweh's 

anointed/ 4 Behold, as your life was 

respected today in my eyes, so let my life be 
respected in Yahweh's eyes, and let him 
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